THE METHODIST CHURCH IN WALES – THE WALES SYNOD

Sixteenth Meeting of the Representative Session of the Synod held on Saturday 9 April 2022 by Zoom
Present:


Revs Cathy Gale and Christopher Gray (Assistant Chairs)





Rev Rosemarie Clarke (Synod Secretary)





109 members as recorded elsewhere
Apologies/Dispensations:
as recorded by the Secretary

Opening devotions were led by Rev Paul Donnison
1. WELCOME

In the Chair, Rev Chris Gray, welcomed everyone, expressing particular thanks to the staff of the Learning Network for the virtual hosting of Synod.
2. ADMINISTRATION

Members were instructed in the use of the technology, in order to speak and vote.

Circuits were requested to send completed GDPR checklists for circuits and churches to the Synod Office by the end of April.

Synod members were asked to complete GDPR consent forms for the new Synod without delay and return them to the Synod Office.
The Secretary was directed to send greetings to the Revd Dr Stephen Wigley, Chair of the Synod who was on sabbatical.
3. MEMBERSHIP OF SYNOD
All those present were noted to be members of the Synod as agreed by the Synod in September 2021, as listed in the directory and amendments sheet.
4. WALES SYNOD CYMRU
With the Rev Cathy Gale in the Chair, Rev Peter Barber spoke of the work of the Synod Implementation Group since September 2021. Questions regarding Justice, dignity and solidarity concerns, the use of reserves and the Welsh language were raised and responded to. Mr Barber proposed, Rev Rosemarie Clarke seconded two resolutions:
Resolution 1:
‘The Cymru Synod and the Wales Synod, meeting on 23rd April and 9th April respectively, give thanks for the life of worship, mission and ministry the two synods have exercised across Wales since their formation and trusting in God’s guidance for the future received and adopted the documents:

i) The Constitution of Wales Synod Cymru

ii) The Language Policy of Wales Synod Cymru

iii) The Structure and Membership of Committees of Wales Synod Cymru

Looking forward in hope and anticipation to the formation of the Wales Synod Cymru, committing ourselves to seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit as we continue the life of worship, mission and ministry across Wales in the Welsh language and in English.’

Voting: For 104, Against 2

Resolution 2:

‘The Wales Synod resolves to change the name of the Wales Synod to Wales Synod Cymru with effect from 1st September 2022; the trustees will be those persons appointed to serve on the Synod Policy Committee. 
It is agreed that Wales Synod Cymru will receive the assets and liabilities of the Wales Synod and Cymru Synod; that the name of all existing Bank Accounts will be changed to Wales Synod Cymru, and that the existing cheque signatories of Wales Synod are appointed as the cheque signatories for Wales Synod Cymru.  

All other appointments will be made at the Representative Synod in the usual way, but for the avoidance of doubt Mr Chris Randall is appointed Treasurer for Wales Synod Cymru with effect from 1st September 2022. 

The officers of Wales Synod are authorised to take whatever steps are required to ensure the smooth transition to Wales Synod Cymru on 1st September 2022.’
Voting: For 109, Against 0

Thanks were expressed to the Synod Implementation Group, for their work.

The Synod paused to pray

5. NOMINATION OF CHAIR OF WALES SYNOD CYMRU
The Revd Chris Gray in the Chair.

The Synod Secretary read a reasoned statement nominating the Revd Andrew Charlesworth to be Chair of Wales Synod Cymru from 1st September 2023.
The Synod passed the following resolution:

‘The Synod recommends to the Conference that the Revd Andrew Charlesworth is appointed to serve as Chair for Wales Synod Cymru for a period of six years from 1 September 2023.'
Voting: For 104, Against 1

The Synod paused to pray

6. APPRECIATIONS

Thanks were expressed to all those who had been involved in preparing for Synod and helping on the day. Particular thanks were expressed to the Synod Secretary, who moves to another appointment in September, for her work over the last ten years. Good wishes were expressed to her and to all who are leaving appointments in the summer to move to new ones or to sit down.
7. CLOSING DEVOTIONS
Noting that this would be the final Representative Session of the Wales Synod, closing prayers were offered by Rev Cathy Gale, remembering in particular, Rev Drs Jennie Hurd and Stephen Wigley, and Rev Andrew Charlesworth.
8. THE NEXT MEETING, being the first representative session of Wales Synod Cymru will take place on 10th September 2022, in Newtown, Powys.
